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CT.ATM AMENDMENTS: 
Qaim 1 (Currently Amended): 
A u-nut* comptisingiU 

a) a substrate including a polymer and provided with a flex area, a first 
substrate segment, and a second substrate segment,; 

b) the first substrate segment and the second substrate seg^lent are located 
adjacent to the £ex area; 

c) a retainer located on the first substcate segment; 

d) an acceptor located on the second substrate segment; 

e) the retainer is proYided \9ith a first securing member and a second securing 
member, \^hcrcin the first securing member is provided with a first steni^ a 
first angled surfoce, and a first coupling surface and the second securing 
member is provided with a second stem, a second angled sur&ce^ and a 
second coupling sur&cc, wherein the first angjied surface and the first 
coupling surface are located at an end of the first stem and the second 
angled surfiice and the second coupling surface are located at an end of the 
second stem; 

£) die acceptor i^ provided with a first cooperating surfiice» a second 

cooperating sur&ce^ a first securing surface, and a second securing surface; 
and 

^ the first and second securing members are snap fit within the acceptor. 

Claim 2 (Currcndy Amended); 

A u-nut assembly^ compming^ 

a) a substrate including a polymer; 

b) a first substrate segment, a second substrate segment, and a flex area» 
wherein the first substrate segment and the second substrate segment are 
located adjacent to the fles area and the flex area is configured so that the 
first and second substrate segments are capable of being brought into 
contact by moving along a predetermined path; 

c) a retainer including a ^rs.t- gf^mrinjy r gember and a second secuHng member. 
wherein the first secutin^y member includes a fir5;r angled surface and a first 
rnnplirt g surface . and the second secu Wng Tneir xber includes a second angled 
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surface and a second coupling surface, wherein the retainer is located on the 
first subsmte-3-egmeat Lp lu g ftlity of securing tncmbcro thatlncludo an aagied 
gurface wherein the rctfliner ia located on the first - oubot e flco ocgmcQt; 

d) an acceptor located on the second substrate segment including a first 
cooperating surfac e, a second cooperaclng surface, f t^^ fi^sLsecuring 
surfac e, and a second securing surfn.ce . wherein the angltid Gurfac e 
coopogarco with the coop crating aurfaoo oo that thc -s ccuring mcmbcia are 
simp fitted into the acccptojti and wherein the first and s^ryind Q^mrinjy 
members are snap fir wirhtn rh^ acceptor, -whereby: 

L the flex area flexing so that the first and second substrate segments are 
brought into closer proximity: 

ii. the flex area flexing that the fify^angled surface contacts the first 
cooperating surface and the second angled surface contacts the second 
cooperating surface to force the first and second ci^rnrSog members a 
distftnee togftthftn 

iii. the flex area flexing so that the first and second angled surfaces move 
beyond the coopg^rating surfaces: 

iv. the flex area flexing so that after the first and second securing members 
ate forced a distance tnp^. therlhey move a distance apart: 

V, the flex ar ea flexing so that the first coupling surface engages die first 
securing ^ui^facc and thp; fieqon^ f^ff^pl^g ?uf f^^^ ^ng^g?s thq ?^Qpd 
securing- surface diereby coupling the acceptor to the retainer: and 

e) a &stener configured to tap threads into the acceptor, wherein the £astener 
exerts a damping force on at least one of the substrate segments. 



Qaim 3 (Previously Presented): 

The u-nut according to r^l^trn further comprising a listener configured to tap direads 
into the acceptor. 



Claim 4 (Previously Presented): 

The u-nut according to claim 1, further conaprising an installation member located on 
an end of the substrate that is configured to rest upon an edge of a bracket 
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Clflim 5 (P£eviousl7 Pteseated): 

The u-nut according to claim 1, further cotnprising: 

a) fla iDstallation member located on an end of the substrate that is configured 
to rest upon an edge of a bracket; and 

b) a iastener configured to tap threads into the acceptor. 

Claim 6 (Previousily Presented): 

The li-nuc according to claim 1, furdier comprising: 

a) an ins&tallation member located on an end of the 3ub$txate that is configured 
to rest upon an edge of a bracket; 

b) a foatcncr configured to tap threads into the acceptor; and 

c) a plurality of acceptor segmentfi that are included in the acceptor. 

Qaim 7 (Previously Presented): 

The u-nut according to claim 1, wherein die first an^cd sur^cc i« at an angle with 
respect to an asds of the first stem that measures 45^ and the second angjled sur&ce is at an angle 
with respect to an axis of the second stem that measures 45^. 

Claim 8 (Previously Presented): 

The u-nut according to claim 1» vHherein the acceptor includes a plurality of acceptor 
segments. 

Qaim 9 (Previously Presented); 

The u-nut according to daim 2, wherein the acceptor includes a plurality of acceptor 
segments. 

Claim 10 (Previously Presented): 

llie u-nut according to daim 2, further cotuptising; 

a) a plurality of acceptor segments that are included in the acceptor; and 

b) an instollatioa member located on an end of the substrate that is configured 
to rest upon an edge of a bracket. 

Claim 11 (Previously Presented): 
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The u-nut according to daim 2, wherein: 

a) the retainer is provided with a fir^t securing metnber and a second securing 
member, wherein the first securing member is provided with a first stem, a 
first angled surfkce» and a first coupling surface and the second securing 
member is provided with a second steno, a second angled surface, and a 
second coupling surface; 

b) the acceptor is provided with a first cooperating surfkce, a second 
cooperating surface, a Erst securing surEice, and a second securing surface; 
and 

c) the first and second securing members are snap fit within the acceptor 

Qaim 12 (Previously Presentee^: 

Hie u-nut according to claim 2^ further comprising an installation member located on 
an end of the Substrate that in configured to rest upon an edge of a brackeL 

Claim 13 (Previously Presented): 

The u-nut according to claim 11, wherein the first angled sxirfacc is at an angle with 
respect to an axis of the first stem that measures 45° and the second an^ed surface is at an ang^e 
vfith respect to an axis of the second stem that measures 45'^, 

Claim 14 (Currently Amended): 
A u-nut;^ comprisingiU 

a) a substrate including a polymer and provided with a flex area, a first 
substrate segment, and a second substrate segment, 

b) the first substrate segment and the second substrate segment are located 
adjacent to the flex area; 

c) a retainer locatixl on the first substrate segment; 

d) an acceptor located on the second substrate segment; and 

e) an installation member located on an end of the substrate diat is configured 
to rest upon an edge of a bracke t and is provided with a first portion that is 
iTcncralhr nerpendicnliir tn a plane, of at least one of the, first or sftrrvnd 
substrate segments and a second portion that Ls generally parallel to the 
plane of at least one of the first or second snhstrate segments . 
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Claim 15 (Previously Presented): 

The u-nut iiccording to claim 14, wherein: 

a) the retainer 13 provided with a fct securing member and a second securing 
member, wherein the fibcst securing member is provided with a first stem, a 
fir$t angled surface^ and a first coupling surface and the second securing 
member is provided with a second stem, a second angled surface, and a 
second coupling s\irface; 

b) the acceptor is provided with a first cooperating sur&ce, a second 
cooperating surface, a first securing sur£ice, and a second securing surface; 
and 

c) the first and second securing members are snap fit within the acceptor 

Qaim 16 (Cucrendy Amended): 

ITic u-nut of daim 14, wherein the iastalladoa member ig provided with an L ahape r 
wherein die first and second securing members are snap fir within the acceptor, whereby: 
a} the flex arga fleidng ^p.that thg fiffit an<j^^Qiid pubi^twitq segments are 
hfonghf into clnsftr proTrtTnlTy; 

b) the flex area flexing so that the first angled surface contacts the first 
cooperating surface_jmd_the_second angled surface contacts the second 
coopcratiflg surface tcj force the first and second securing members a 
distanceJiQgethen 

c) the flex area flexing so that the first and second angled surfaces move 
beyond the CQopem^jj ^g g^^ ^ fa ^^*;- 

d) the flex area flexing so d^r after th^ firar and sf^ond it^imn g members^ce 

e) iheilex area flexing so diat the first coupling surfa ce engages the first 
securing surface and the Kocond coupling Burfaee engages the second 
securing surface thereby couplii^ dae acceptor to die retainer. 

Claim 17 (Previously Presented): 
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The u-nut according to claim 15, wherein the firsc angled surface is at an angle with 
respect to an axis of the first stem that measures 45^ and the second an^cd ssut&ce is at an an^ 
\ffith respect to an axis of the second stem that measures 45°. 

Claim 18 (New): 

The u-nut according to claim 1, wherein the fitst and i^ccond securing members are snap 
fit within the acceptor, whereby: 

a) die Hex area flexing so that the first and second substtate segments are 
brought into closer proximity; 

b) the flex area flexing so that the first angled surface contacts the firsc 
cooperating surface and the second ang^d surface contacts the second 
cooperating sur&ce to force the first and second securing members a 
distance together, 

c) the flex area flexing so chat the first and second ang|led surfaces move 
beyond the cooperating sur&ccs; 

d) the flex area flexing so ihsx after the first and second secuting members are 
forced a distance together they move a distance apart; and 

e) the flex area flexing so that the first coupling surfiice engages the firsc 
securing surface and the second coupling surface engages the second 
securing sur&ce thereby coupling the acceptor to the retainer. 

Claim 19 (New): 

The u-nut of claim 1, fiirther comprising an installation member located on an end of 
the substrate that is configured to rest upon an edge of a bracket and is provided with a first 
portion that is generally perpendicular co a plane of at least one of the first or second substrate 
segments and a second portion that is generally parallel to the plane of at least one of the first or 
second substrate scgpaents. 

Claim 20 ^ew): 

The u-nut of claim 2, further comprising an instaPation member located on an end of 
the substrate that is configured to rest upon an edge of a bracket and is provided with a first 
portion that is generally perpendicular to a plane of at least one of the first or second substrate 
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sc^cots and a. second portion that is geaendly parallel to the plane of at least one of the fixst or 
second substrate s^jtnents. 
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